and the approach with a vaccine seems to be promising. Yahya Dowlati of Teheran contributed substantially in this respect. Phototherapy at the Dead Sea level is promoted in Jordan as much as in Israel. When I consider the theories according to which this sunbathing was advocated for, almost 20 years ago, much has changed. The immunosuppressive role of UVA is out of the question today and there is no way of keeping up the old theoreme that UV at the Dead Sea level is innocuous. Sure, for psoriasis it works well. The epidermal cell proliferation kinetics help explain that. For Caucasian tourists with European ancestry, caution must be expressed as for any type of excessive insolation, at least as far as severe damage to the dermis is concerned. Proper sun protection is necessary if one wants to enjoy the area. This is easily possible and the author who was a redhead in earlier days and is of skin type Boston I can state that from decades of personal experience. Sun and skin, a perennial question.
With the truly first year of the new millennium (2001) the inescapable point of retirement will come closer and closer to me. A frightening aspect for a workaholic because the status of emeritus so far was conferred almost automatically. By today, it has become very elusive and difficult to attain. 'Emeritus' still means a desk and a room, a parking lot, computer and e-mail links, an affiliation in academia, perhaps one's name on the institutional stationery, etc. -perquisites which make academic life much easier, make it practically possible in fact. Besides, the year 2000 brought a new restriction for me in so far as the Austrian government does not subsidize any more professional travel of scientists actively participating in foreign meetings beyond about $ 300.00 per annum. Consequently, annual mileage will shrink dramatically and 'Nerval' may soon be travelling only by railway in Central Europe. So, presumably, the 'Year of the Dragon' will be my last full year in academia. My fortieth anniversary of public service with the Austrian government has already taken place (for which a nice diploma was issued), reminding me of the oncoming shutdown in office.
My enthusiasm for travelling on the heels of Marco Polo or Ibn Battutah is still strong, yet the state regulations and perhaps Mother Nature may have a word in this regard soon.
